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48 hours in Avignon — at a glance 

Day one 

• Morning: Place des Carmes and Les Halles 

• Eat at: Cuisine Centr’Halles 

• Afternoon: Palais des Papes 

• Drink at: Café Roma 

• Evening: Le Vin Devant Soi 

• Eat at: V&G 

Day two 

• Morning: Pont d’Avignon 

• Eat at: La Fourchette 

• Afternoon: Musée Angladon 

• Drink at: Baryum 56 

• Evening: Collection Lambert 

• Eat at: Le 17 

 

 

What to see and do 

• The outdoor Saturday market at Place des Carmes in the east of the city is packed out with 

Avignonnais doing their weekly shop, with few tourists. It’s the spot to try local cheeses such 

as banon (a goat’s milk cheese wrapped in chestnut leaves) and other tasty treats. Then grab a 

pastry at Mimi Boulangerie, a two-minute walk from the market and stop for a coffee at Mon 

Bar. After, head to Les Halles, Avignon’s main covered market to wander among mountains 

of delicious Provençal olives, wines and more local cheeses. 

 

• The Unesco-listed Palais des Papes (Popes’ Palace) is the largest preserved gothic palace in 

the world. It was the centre of Catholicism during the reign of seven popes from 1309-76, 

when the papacy was moved to Avignon from Rome. Vast and imposing, its austere 

stonework is punctuated by rooms with exquisite decoration including paintings by the great 

Sienese master Simone Martini. There’s an excellent digital guide included in the price of the 

entrance ticket (£12; palais-des-papes.com). 

 

• Le Vin Devant Soi is an excellent little wine shop with more than 400 southern French 

wines in stock and about 30 available for tasting at any given time. Make sure you try a Côtes 

du Rhône white — not seen much this side of La Manche, and it’s off-the-charts superb. Their 

second shop next door is good for local gins too (tasting from £3; levindevantsoi.com). 

 

• Visit Pont d’Avignon, the Unesco-listed old bridge — or the four arches that remain of its 

original 22. Dating from the 13th century, it pokes out into the Rhône below the ramparts of 

the Jardin des Doms, a public garden. The best views of the bridge itself are from the middle 

of Pont Édouard Daladier (under ten minutes’ walk west) or from the terrace beside the Jardin 

des Doms (£4; avignon-pont.com). 
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• The origins of Musée Angladon, a small but hugely impressive museum, lie in the art 

collection of the early-20th-century fashion designer Jacques Doucet. Doucet bequeathed his 

astonishing collection to his great-nephews, the artists Jean Angladon and Paulette Martin — 

who in turn founded the museum in their former home. It’s almost unheard of to be able to 

admire masterpieces by Van Gogh, Degas, Seurat and Picasso in your own time and without 

crowds (£7; angladon.com). 

 

 
The Musée Angladon has a small but incredibly significant art collection 

©BRICE TOUL 

 

• Check out Collection Lambert — the private collection of contemporary art owned by the 

gallerist and dealer Yvon Lambert — one of the best and most comprehensive in France. 

Works by Jean-Michel Basquiat and Cy Twombly are bolstered by temporary shows, all 

housed in a pair of stunning 18th-century mansions (£10; collectionlambert.com). 
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